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THOUSANDS of birds, including native Crimson Rosellas and
Currawongs, enjoy nothing more than a feast of John Benson’s
blueberries.

The Cherokee farmer, whose property backs on to state forest in the Macedon
Ranges, has watched helplessly over many years as the hungry birds could literally
destroy his summer crop in less than a week.

“Just about every individual fruit would have at least one bird bite in it, you just
can’t use them then and it becomes very expensive,” Mr Benson said.

He tried traditional tools to ward off the birds, including scarecrows, noisemakers
and even shiny reflecting tape but they were rarely effective for long. Netting was
also too expensive for his operation, which sells its fruit at local farmers markets.

So the former academic took to the internet and did “lots of hunting around the
world to see what they were doing with birds”.

His research led him to a company called the Bird Control Group, which uses laser
technology to take advantage of a bird’s natural instincts. Birds perceive an
approaching laser beam as a predator and take flight to seek safety.
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Light brigade: Rita and John Benson use lasers to
scare off the thousands of native birds that have been
feasting on their blueberry crop. Pictures: Zoe Phillips
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The machine fires out the laser beams using a combination of highly precise optics,
filtering and light frequencies. Called the Agrilaser Autonomic it is said to be an
environmentally friendly and silent solution that is not harmful to birds.

Mr Benson installed his laser machine last summer and said it paid for itself in just
one season, with bird damage dropping by more than 60 per cent.

“The laser works off a laptop and power source and was not complicated to set up at
all. It took an hour to be ready to go,” Mr Benson said.

     NEWS AGRIBUSINESS DAIRY LIVESTOCK COUNTRY FOOTBALLMenu Digital Print Edition Subscribe Login

http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CC7di6iAnWuHCO86R8AXcjKngCqHA2YROgLK4vIIG_qyYwf0KEAEgi4iDKGCrhICA3CigAfGDrJoDyAEDqQI4dVehlxOnPuACAKgDAcgDmQSqBLMCT9AQIpDtWuQKdEgjAaSM-fOa4SB_BnRjC2Rt-52xuRSe8NDQZ_ph1aRbsDVHb8uoXxDth0Fyb8xkHlao0HHjX6VUihIaIcU-krz8zQeAgrKZ0PLpjBGZDq-Zhnsyy6rA_N5aC2xzY8TTXufDpvE9vtJoWMLAcXq5NKYz47EIldHTdaqi-C1qBKc2FVaz44_CE4z6Nf8yUuvQxY8T7IV9SuZEZ7IJoSnsVghfeWKG6SixZbO4F5Ix4YMBwrfNF4SU6yi4ZjHUAT8V3tU0bN1fSBKkTbQu2CFkHqY7-COxyRbu6sM0GYEOdShI0IjSrpPsSyRnZcwG_4yRHVzQqOJ7tv6Wg7BLsz8P5bIqp-cykwGj8aNJREf0iBCXsXLXBLo_jMk5PogTIFuqw9TtlFda7wlBXuAEAaAGA4AH9_vTZagHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIAhEAEYAbEJqg9r_hKLIyaACgPYEwM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoBboz9YXpJd6VCKrsMZAzmA&sig=AOD64_1y9Fh81vmWfxlhpRtJzfQt6eHvXA&client=ca-pub-9172700587175332&adurl=https://www.aa.co.nz/travel/member-deals/aa-thrifty-car-rental-for-members/
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/dairy
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/livestock
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/sport/country-football
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/country-living
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/digitalprinteditions


12/6/2017 Crop protection: Lasers join bird fight | The Weekly Times

http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/horticulture/crop-protection-lasers-join-bird-fight/news-story/3d0ad171275f7f3d668535223dfc8b44 4/4

Even so, he feels with more experimentation, he can achieve even better results by
mixing the patterns, rotations, direction and heights of the lasers, or even using two
laser machines simultaneously so the birds don’t get used to it. He has discovered it
is extremely effective used in combination with traditional bird control measures.

“Run the laser with predator bird sounds and I’m hoping there won’t be a bird in
sight,” Mr Benson said.

He also suspected the lasers were deterring kangaroos and wallabies from entering
his property.

However, the new technology didn’t seem to concern the area’s ever increasing deer
population, who don’t seem at all perturbed by the lasers and needed different
control measures, he said.
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